Steps for Deconstructing Standards – SREB
1. Begin with the West Virginia CCR standard. Use the standard word for word – no added
or deleted language. Do not change the language or interpret parts of the standard.
2. Using the standard, identify the key understandings by identifying the concepts (key
nouns), measurable behaviors (verbs), and context. You are looking for bite-sized chunks
of the standard that can be taught and assessed individually.
*There will most often be multiple key understandings in one standard
3. Turn the key understandings into learning targets. The nouns, verbs, and context (key
understandings) must be in the learning targets. This provides coherence and alignment
to the standard.
4. Decide which category each target belongs in: Knowledge, Reasonings,
Performance/Skills, or Products. This will help inform how the target will be assessed.
THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP! If this doesn’t happen, it may cause issues related
to how the standard is taught and how assessments are designed.
NOTE: You will use this information to populate the spreadsheet with columns labeled
Knowledge, Reasoning, Skills, or Product. The type of target must be identified.
4 Categories of Learning Targets
1. Knowledge Targets: Require mastery of subject content – student knowing the
content is the goal. These targets are usually assessed at a lower-level assessment
method.
2. Reasoning Targets: Require the student to use knowledge and understanding to
examine a problem, formulate a strategy, and problem solve. Students are required
to apply the content. Typically assessed with higher-order thinking questions.
3. Skills Targets: Require the development of proficiency in doing something where the
process is most important. These targets are usually assessed by an assessment item
that contains performance criteria.
4. Products Targets: Require students to create tangible products that meet standards
of quality and present evidence of academic proficiency. These targets are usually
assessed with an assessment instrument that identifies key components and rates
the level of proficiency based on the product.
Identifying the categories for targets:
• Informs the unit assessment and item types
• Provides clarity about how deeply the standard must be taught

5. Foundational Targets – These targets identify the prerequisite knowledge and skills
that students need to have before they can master the WVCCR grade level standard.
These targets do not have to be formally assessed, but are needed to gauge how
well the students are prepared to master the grade level standards.
NOTE: These foundational targets should be one-step below what is required of the
grade level standard and must be identified. Identifying foundational targets is vital.
They can often be found in the same standard cluster in the grade below.
6. Separate the targets into 3 categories:
• Primary targets – the most important targets your students will need to show
mastery of within the unit. Unit assessments will be selected/created around
theses targets. These items would be assessed on common assessments to
provide data for structured analysis as a professional community. Are
students providing evidence of standard mastery?
• Secondary targets – these represent reflect a core part of the standard and
must be mastered by students but may not be part of the unit assessment.
These targets can be formally assessed, task based assessed, or assessed
within your classroom periodically using exit tickets, quizzes, rubrics, etc.
How are students providing evidence of standard mastery?
• Foundational targets – these targets are used to informally assess readiness.
Provides knowledge of how ready your students are to master the primary
and secondary targets. Are students prepared to engage in grade level
standard?
7. Create unit assessment by creating/re-creating questions that align to the primary
targets. Questions should assess the primary target by requiring students to perform
the same measurable behavior (verb), show knowledge of the same concept (noun),
and work within the same context you identified in the standard and the learning
targets.
Assessment questions must also assess the target at the correct level according to
the category identified. A question aligned to a knowledge target is lower level and
simply requires content knowledge, while a question aligned to a reasoning target
requires application of the content knowledge.

